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Followmg is a transcrzpt of Presi-
dent Carter’s * news conference. in
"Washingtorn yesterday afternoon, as
¥ecorded by The- New York Times
.,throucvh the facilities' of ABC" News~

F 2.CLA, Accountablhty

! Q Do yocu think it ‘was’ pro:
par for .
the C.LA. to pay off King Hussein and

other foreign lsaders? And what steps

are you taking to make yourself more
knowledgeable and. more" accountable
‘tor what the C.LA. does?

B A.Well T ve adopted: a ‘policy w}uch 1

I'm not going to leave of not com.ment-
. ing chrectly on any-specific C.LA. ac-
txwty But I can-tell you that I have
begun a complete analysis which wiil
be completed within the next week of

"=, all activities by the C.L.A. T've received

(

“substantial reports already.
I've reviewed the more controversxal
' revelations that have been publicized
" in the last few days, some quite errone-

"“ous, seme with some degree of accura-"|

i.cy. These same operations.have been
. ‘reviewed by the Intellizence Oversight
Board, an independent board, and also
by my predece>sory, President Ford.
» 1 have not 1ound anythmg illegal or
improper. L
If in future assessments, which wrll
come quite early, I discover such an
1mpropnety or an illegality I will not
: only take irrmediate action to correct
. it but also will let the Amencan peop‘e
know aboutit. . ;4
.. Imight say this..This is a very senous
problem of how in a democracy to have
' “adequate “intélligence * gathered, “as<]
sessed and used to guarantee the se-
curity of our country. It’s not part ol‘
...the American nature-to .do things

-, secret. Obviously,: historically and stxll
i at'this moderp time there is a necessity

.to-protect sources of information from
- ‘'other mnations. Sometimes other Gov-

‘\'fernments cooperate: { thh us fully,
»-Sometimes they don’t.}

- But T'll try to be sur énd so will-

* Stan-Turner,.who- will be the -next
“director of the-intelligence commuenity=) .

~He'wilk.try to-be- sure-that every-thing:.
. we_do. is- not-only.proper-and.. legal,.

_:of the American peoplé. s
:.One other point I'd like to maka is

o thxs It can be extremely damaging to
“"our- relationship ‘with other natmns to]

" the potential security of our country

f even -in peacetime, for .these kinds of

.. operations. .which. are’ legitimate and |

proper to be revealed. It makes it hard
-for-us to lay'a groundwork on which’

© 'we might predlcate a successful meet-

ing of a threat to us ip time of war

if we don t have some deg:ee of secres-
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“but-also  compatible- with the’ atntudea‘ )
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“I'm quite .concerned about the num-
ber of people now who have access
< to this kind of information. And Ive

~been working very closely ‘with -the

Congre:sxonal leaders, yesterday and

" today, to try to reduce the overall num-

““ber. of people . who have access to the
"sources of information that within the
- bounds that I've described—propriety.
“and legality and American attitudes to-

Tward secrecy—TI’ll do the best 1 can -

-not ever to make a mistake. And I'm
. also’ assuming on a continuing basis
~-a-direct. personal. reponsibility for the
~operation of all the mgellwence agen-
#cles in our Government to make sure
that they are meetmo these standards.

_ \/‘ 3. Correctmg Errors on C.LA, .
Q. there has been erroneous mfor-

»'matlon wouldn’t it benoove you to cor-
wrect the record? i

"Al'In some ways we are. correctmg”

‘the'record, but if T began to either dis-

pute or confirm every individual story -

that’s ‘written whether correct or er-
-roneous on every matter relating to

’the C.LA., then these matters whnch,
. are necessanly secret would no longer
" be secret, so I'm not going to comment "
on individual xtems that relate to intel- .
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'f Review of (‘I.A Activities

. Q. Mr. President, on that same sub-
ject, you said earlier that your review
‘of C.ILA: activities had found nothing
illegal or improper and you later said
. that these activities are legitimate and
. proper. Isn’t that a value ]udgment that
“the. American public might like to
" share? But how can they if you refuse
. to give them any idea of what you
.have discovered during this review
: about payments mclud.mv ones made

A Thatisa valie Judoment It’s made
by the independent Intelligence Over-
- sight Board, which was established and |
appomted by President Ford.". This

" Inspector General and to any employee
.. within the C.ILA. or within the defense
+ intelligence agencies or any other to
. receive even rumors of impropriety.-
% They- have -assessed -these operations..
-They made their inquiries in the past,’
- avhich is in accordance with an execu-
.. tive order issued by President Ford to
the Attorney General of the United
States and also to the President.
. Y have read that correspondence. It’s
_quite voluminous and I think that it’s
“accurate to say that Senator Inouye's
s committee in the Senate and the appro-
. priate- committees. in the House have*
+also -received> tius- mformatmn m ther
P“‘St R G
i I have’ talked to Senator Inouye and
‘he ‘confirms . what I've just told you.

And 1 think he would also confirm that_: '

the nn:propnety or’ the ﬂlegahty does

.not exist. on any: ongoing CI Al opera-‘
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